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ISA AWARD FOR SERVICE TO HUMANITY
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HIS MAJESTY

KING HAMAD BIN ISA AL KHALIFA
KING OF THE KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN
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THE LATE AMIR
He did not depart; he lives on in every house, heart, and place.

He did not depart; for his memory is forever embedded in the
history of a country he envisioned and came true.

He will never depart; so long as the Isa Award for Service to
Humanity continues to tell the story of an Amir who possessed
the paternal spirit, wisdom, leadership, self-assurance, and
humanity to build a nation.

Thirty eight years span the legacy of a leader who lifted
Bahrain and its people into the future; a legacy summarised
in a few words which encapsulate the history of a trailblazer
who laid the foundations of the nation’s modern era, from
economic, financial, educational, health, and scientific
institutions which paved the way for peace and security post
Bahain's complete independence in 1971.

Your Royal Highness the late Amir, in your memory, in
appreciation of the person who became a role model for

his people with his character and morals, and for future
generations who will one day get to know the history of the
nation’s founding father, the Isa Award for Service to Humanity
serves as a beacon of light which illuminates the life and times
of a name etched in history; Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa.
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ISA AWARD FOR SERVICE
TO HUMANITY SERVES
AS A BEACON OF LIGHT
WHICH ILLUMINATES

THE LIFE AND TIMES
OF A NAME ETCHED IN
HISTORY; SHAIKH [SA

BIN SALMAN AL KHALIFA.

HIS BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD

The late Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa was born in Jasra on
June 3", 1933. His early education began in his father’s Majlis,
where he gained experience of life and the practice of being a ruler.

He was also taught by experienced and knowledgeable educators.
The education he received helped to shape his character, his
broadmindedness and his eagerness to acquire the skills needed to
take over after his father.
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HIS REIGN AND ACHIEVEMENTS

In 1961, Shaikh Isa came to power on a
memorable day in Bahrain’s history. Large
crowds headed to the palace to pledge their
allegiance and to hear the historic speech
in which he declared his programme. His
reign was marked by the establishment

of institutions, and he worked to improve
Bahrain’s economy, society, culture and
education so that it could rank among the
developed countries of the world. Under
his reign, Bahrain achieved its complete
independence in 1971.

Before he became Amir, Shaikh Isa held a
variety of positions and responsibilities that
enhanced his ability to lead. In 1953, he was
appointed to the trustees’ council. He was
Mayor of Bahrain’s capital Manama from
1952 until 1961, when he became Bahrain’s
ruler. He presided over the ruling family’s
council and the irrigation council in 1953.
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Shaikh Isa was officially appointed as Crown Prince in 1957, and he succeeded his father four years later.

He led Bahrain in an era of reform. In the framework of his ambitious plan to confirm Bahrain’s independence
and sovereignty, Sheikh Isa worked to build the institutions necessary for statehood; he established the country’s
council in 1970. As a reflection of his farsightedness, he chaired the Council’s first session, stating, “The Council
is merely the first step towards achieving the goals that serve our beloved Bahrain.”

He said members should not lose sight of the Council’s most important goal, which was to study regulatory
requirements and the planning required for the country’s economic development and advancement. In 1972,
Shaikh Isa founded the Constituent Assembly, which was charged with drafting a constitution for the country.
The people of Bahrain elected 22 members of the Assembly. When the constitution was completed, Shaikh Isa
issued a decree that included provisions for a 30-member National Assembly.
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From the early days of achieving Bahrain's complete independence, Shaikh Isa created an
advanced foreign policy based on strong relations with the Middle Eastern countries and on
creating relations with the West. In 1971, he applied for Bahrain to become a member of the
United Nations and the Arab League.

His wise policy led to Bahrain’s participation in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in 1981.
The GCC is comprised of Bahrain and its five neighbours, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kuwait, the
U.A.E. and Qatar.

At the economic level, his open-mindedness and optimism contributed to a liberal economy
that attracted Arab and foreign investments and made Bahrain a prominent financial centre that
enjoyed the confidence of investors and banks; Bahrain is characterised by its openness, free
economy and modern society.
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While Bahrain was the first country in the Middle
East to strike oil in 1932, the country’s reserves
were finite and they did not meet the requirements
of the modern state’s infrastructure. With great
foresight and wisdom, Shaikh Isa made it a
priority to diversify the economy and to use the
country’s human resources to transform Bahrain
into an advanced country that was ranked highly
by the UN’s programmes for human development
for many years.

Shaikh Isa’s modesty, openness, generosity,
kindness and mercy helped to create a society
characterised by tolerance and solidarity. He
surpassed his duties as Ruler by interacting with
his people and by caring about everybody. Even
when he was ill, he always insisted that his Majlis
be open to everyone. He was keen to meet with
his people, to listen to them and to respond to
their needs. This earned him everyone’s love,
loyalty and appreciation.






SHAIKH ISA'S MODESTY,

OPENNESS, GENEROSITY,

KINDNESS AND
MERCY HELPED TO

CREATE A SOCIETY
CHARACTERIZED BY
TOLERANCE AND
SOLIDARITY.
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His personality is reflected in the progress
Bahrain made in terms of education, healthcare
and social welfare. He started the first housing
project in Bahrain and the region in Isa Town,
which was followed by Hamad Town. He also
made land grants and long-term loans that helped
to provide housing for the majority of Bahrain’s
people. His reign included the founding of
hospitals and health centres that provide free
healthcare to all citizens and residents.

He ordered the establishment of schools,
academic and vocational institutes, and provided
students with scholarships and grants to study
abroad; this contributed to the increase in the
numbers of doctors, engineers, teachers and
other professions that the country needed in
order to advance.



Ay Alll desy Al lag

ool red e el agdl 2
AR STkl 0 e !
Ol S U lan Ala 40
el e (paual) g Lgatiy
GBM‘YU ;LZ.&S” L}A)__CS.“ 0‘.3))
2 1585Lh g Glimy diaSomy (adydus
3 yuaadl Mlae¥ g il 5Ll
Ol (e

AL alil (30 b 55211 5,85 Las
0232 5000 lelus (py rense ail]
deS> A lgdile fpadl JS eliag
LY liiny @A aslSa Iyl s
Lemsls ol Gyl U513 2 Zlgus

ALYl B ese 3350 315
Gile Ll &S0 s gl
Gl @Byl (e 32y ulill
Lol ailacly yal 30 ouges 805
5155l yx tuasa o Ul 3 eI
ety oyl

ISA AWARD FOR SERVICE TO HUMANITY

HI1S DEATH

On March 6%, 1999, Shaikh Isa died after a sudden heart attack.

The people of Bahrain were shocked and saddened by his death, as were
many of his friends, who had always praised his wisdom. There were large
numbers of mourners at his funeral.

Shaikh Isa will always be remembered as a compassionate leader who
cared deeply about Bahrain’s people and about others who experienced
his kindness, his humane nature and his great vision.

The Isa Award serves to commemorate this remarkable leader; he built
a great nation and served humanity.






CONTACT US

For further information on the Isa Award,
please visit our website www.isaaward.org

Phone +973 17 366 166

Fax +973 17 369 693

Email info@isaaward.org

Address P. O. Box 55550
Adliya

Kingdom of Bahrain
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