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The late Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa was born in
Jasra on June 3rd, 1933. His early education began in
his father’s Majlis, where he gained experience of life
and the practice of being a ruler. He was also taught

by experienced and knowledgeable educators. The
education he received helped to shape his character, his
broadmindedness and his eagerness to acquire the skills
needed to take over after his father.







In 1961, Shaikh Isa came to power on a memorable day in
Bahrain’s history. Large crowds headed to the palace to
pledge their allegiance and to hear the historic speech in
which he declared his program.

His reign was marked by the establishment of institutions,
and he worked to improve Bahrain’s economy, society,
culture and education so that it could rank among the
developed countries of the world. Under Emir Isa, Bahrain
gained independence in 1971.

Before he became Emir, Shaikh Isa held a variety of
positions and responsibilities that enhanced his ability to
lead. In 1953, he was appointed to the trustees council. He
was Mayor of Bahrain’s capital Manama from 1952 until
1961, when he became Bahrain’s ruler. He presided over

the ruling family’s council and the irrigation council in 1953.

HIS REIGN AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Shaikh Isa was officially appointed as Crown Prince in
1957, and he succeeded his father four years later. The
late Emir led Bahrain in an era of reform. In the framework
of his ambitious plan to confirm Bahrain’s independence
and sovereignty, Sheikh Isa worked to build the institutions
necessary for statehood; he established the country’s
council in 1970.

As a reflection of his farsightedness, he chaired the Council’s
first session, stating, “The Council is merely the first step
towards achieving the goals that serve our beloved Bahrain.”

He also said Council members should not lose sight of the
Council’s most important goal, which was to study regulatory
requirements and the planning required for the country’s
economic development and advancement.
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In 1972, Shaikh Isa founded the Constituent Assembly, which
was charged with drafting a constitution for the country. The
people of Bahrain elected 22 members of the Assembly.
When the constitution was completed, the late Emir issued

a decree that included provisions for a 30-member National
Assembly.

From the early days of independence, Shaikh Isa created an
advanced foreign policy based on strong relations with the
Middle Eastern countries and on creating relations with the
West. In 1971, he applied for Bahrain to become a member of
the United Nations and the Arab League.

His wise policy led to Bahrain’s participation in the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) in 1981. The GCC is comprised of
Bahrain and its five neighbors, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kuwait,
the U.A.E. and Qatar.

HIS REIGN AND ACHIEVEMENTS

At the economic level, his open-mindedness and optimism
contributed to a liberal economy that attracted Arab and
foreign investments and made Bahrain a prominent financial
center that enjoyed the confidence of investors and banks;
Bahrain is characterized by its openness, free economy and
modern society.

While Bahrain was the first country in the Middle East to strike
oil in 1932, the country:s reserves were finite and they did not
meet the requirements of the modern state’s infrastructure.
With great foresight and wisdom, Shaikh Isa made it a priority
to diversify the economy and to use the country’s human
resources to transform Bahrain into an advanced country
that was ranked highly by the UN’s programs for human
development for many years.
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